Lonergan. Michael, GOV 


From: 

simon@westernwire.net 

Sent: 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 10:16 AM 

To: 

Sanchez, Chris j, GOV 

Cc: 

Governor Martinez Press Office, GOV 

Subject: 

Western Wire story on Governor’s letter re BLM venting & flaring 


Hi Chris! I hope you don't mind the e-mail out of the blue. I write for a news and commentary site called Western 
Wire. It's new (as in launched last week) and it's a project of the Western Energy Alliance in Denver I'm an ex- 
Bloomberg, ex-trade press reporter and I'm Western Wire's managing editor. If you have time, I'd love to introduce 
myself properly over the phone. But for now, I wanted to share our story this morning on the Gov Martinez letter to 
Congress on using the CRA to overturn BLM's venting and flaring rule. Cheers! Simon. 

http://westernwire.net/qovernor-martinez-supports-repeal-of-blm-methane-rule-calls-for-more-Dioeline-construction/ 

Governor Martinez Supports Repeal Of BLM Methane Rule, Calls For More Pipeline 
Construction 

BY SIMON LOMAX JANUARY 31,2017 

New restrictions on oil and natural gas development on federal lands - imposed at the last-minute by the outgoing 
Obama administration - must be overturned, New Mexico Gov Susana Martinez (R) said. 

In a Jan 27 letter obtained by Western Wire , Martinez endorsed the repeal of the U S Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) “venting and flaring" rule, which has received early attention from federal lawmakers as part of a broader 
push in Congress for regulatory reform. The regulation has also proven controversial in New Mexico politics , 
because the state's Democratic attorney general is working alongside environmental activist groups and officials 
from California to save the BLM rule. 

The rule targets emissions of methane, the primary constituent of natural gas Critics say the BLM rule is not needed 
because emissions from oil and gas development are already regulated under existing state and federal programs. 
The extra red tape will block some wells from being drilled and force others to prematurely shut down due to higher 
costs, they argue. 

“Royalties paid to state and federal governments will decrease, new development on federal lands will stagnate and 
jobs will be lost if the Venting and Flaring Rule is not repealed," Martinez wrote in her letter to House Speaker Paul 
Ryan (R). The fate of the rule - finalized late last year as President Obama was on his way out of office - is “critical 
to our state," she said 

"We have the highest percentage of federal lease acres in production, and oil and gas revenue is the single largest 
source of funding for New Mexico's budget," Martinez wrote in her letter to Ryan. “Absent a repeal [of the BLM 
venting and flaring rule], funding for New Mexico's schools, roads and healthcare will be dramatically reduced on 
account of the reduction in revenue generated by the oil and gas industry " 

If the federal government is really concerned with reducing methane emissions, it should cut red tape and approve 
more pipelines to transport natural gas away from well sites to the markets where it’s needed, Martinez said 
“Insufficient pipeline capacity and gas processing capacity make it difficult for producers to capture and sell as much 
of their product as possible," the two-term New Mexico governor said. “The Department of Interior can correct the 
root causes of venting and flaring events by approving pipeline right-of-ways more efficiently, which will increase 
pipeline capacity" 

Martinez specifically endorsed the use of the Congressional Review Act (CRA) to repeal the BLM rule If supported 
by a majority of lawmakers in the House and the Senate and approved by the president, a CRA disapproval motion 
can effectively repeal an agency regulation Yesterday, House Resources Committee Chairman Rob Bishop (R- 
Utah), Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) introduced CRA 


i 




disapproval motions in the House and Senate aimed at BLM's “venting and flaring" rule 

The BLM rule was proposed and finalized last year by the Obama administration under pressure from "keep it in the 
ground" groups that oppose all production of oil, natural gas and coal - and any infrastructure needed to move these 
energy products to market, including pipelines . The restrictions on methane emissions are "a positive step" towards 
ending fossil-fuel production on federal lands completely, according to the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) 
and Sierra Club 

CBD and Sierra Club are now defending the BLM rule in court against legal challenges from three Western states - 
Wyoming, Montana and North Dakota - and industry groups. New Mexico Attorney General Hector Balderas (D) 
and the attorney general of California joined the activist groups in defending the rule in court 

New Mexico's business community, however, supports the repeal of the rule, as Western Wire reported last week 
The majority of natural gas wells in the state's northwest may be shut down because of the rule, New Mexico 
Business Coalition president Carla Sonntag warned “It doesn't make economic sense and so the operators are now 
looking at shutting down these wells," Sonntag said on a conference call with reporters last week “New Mexico can't 
afford that." 

New Mexico Land Commissioner Aubrey Dunn (R) has publicly criticized Balderas for working with parties from 
outside the state to save the BLM rule. 

As Western Wire recently reported . Dunn is worried the extra requirements of the rule will prevent new wells from 
being drilled and force some existing wells to close. It could cut royalty revenues to the state by as much as 25 
percent, he said. Every year, the New Mexico State Land Office distributes hundreds of millions of dollars in 
royalties from energy development on public land to school districts and universities 

"New Mexico is currently faced with a severe budget deficit, and the implementation of this rule could not come at a 
worse time for states such as ours that are heavily reliant on oil and gas production for a balanced budget," 

Dunn told Western Wire . Officials in Washington, D C. should take “a more common sense approach" to federal 
lands, and “take into account the economic impacts on oil and gas producing states in the west that rely on 
hydrocarbon revenue," he said. 

The CRA disapproval motion is scheduled to receive a floor vote in the House on Feb 3, according to Majority 
Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif) 


Simon Lomax 
Managing Editor 
Western Wire 

(c) 

http://westemwire.net/about/ 




Lonerqan, Michael, GOV 


From: Aileen Yeung <aileen@westernwire.net> 

Sent: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 5:09 PM 

To: Governor Martinez Press Office, GOV 

Subject: Request for comment on proposed legislation to repeal CRA 

Hi Chris, 

I'm a reporter for Western Wire, a news and commentary site and a Western Energy Alliance project. I'm reaching 
out regarding the piece of legislation that Sen Tom Udall, along with Sen Cory Booker and Rep Cicilline, 
introduced today to repeal the Congressional Review Act The CRA was used to target Obama-era regulations, 
including the BLM's methane venting and flaring rule that Gov Martinez opposed (here's our story that used the 
comments the governor provided to us on the issue) Does Gov. Martinez have any comment on this proposal from 
Sen Udall to repeal the CRA? 

Any comment you could give me would be much appreciated My deadline is tomorrow at 12pm MT 

Thanks, 

Aileen 

Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 
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Lonerqan, Michael, GOV 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Aileen Yeung <aileen@westernwire.net> 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 8:37 AM 
Governor Martinez Press Office, GOV 

Re: Request for comment on proposed legislation to repeal CRA 


Hi Chris, 

Circling back on a proposed bill to repeal the CRA — I've got an extension on my story until 11am MT tomorrow if 
that helps' 

Thanks again in advance, 

Aileen 

Quoting Aileen Yeung < aileen@westernwire.net >: 


Hi Chris, 

I'm a reporter for Western Wire, a news and commentary site and a Western Energy Alliance project I’m 
reaching out regarding the piece of legislation that Sen. Tom Udall, along with Sen Cory Booker and Rep 
Cicilline, introduced today to repeal the Congressional Review Act. The CRA was used to target Obama-era 
regulations, including the BLM's methane venting and flaring rule that Gov Martinez opposed (here's our 
stor y that used the comments the governor provided to us on the issue). Does Gov Martinez have any 
comment on this proposal from Sen Udall to repeal the CRA? 

Any comment you could give me would be much appreciated. My deadline is tomorrow at 12pm MT 

Thanks, 

Aileen 


Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 

Western Wire ( http://westernvvire.neth 



Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 
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Lonergan, Michael, GOV 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Aileen Yeung <aileen@westernwire.net> 

Thursday, June 08, 2017 2:30 PM 

Governor Martinez Press Office, GOV 

Request for comment: BLM oil and gas lease revenues 


Hi Chris, 

I'm Aileen, and I'm a reporter for Western Wire , a news and commentary site and a Western Energy Alliance project 
I'm working on a story on the BLM oil and gas lease sale in Roswell, New Mexico, last September, which generated 
about S145 million $70 million of that should have been paid to the state, but from what I've heard, the payment has 
been delayed. Do you know if the payment has been made yet? 

Thanks very much in advance, 

Aileen 

Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 

Western Wire ( httpV/westemwire n et/) 
aileen@westernwire.net 
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Lonergan, Michael. GOV 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Lonergan, Michael, GOV 
Thursday, June 08, 2017 2:39 PM 
Aileen Yeung 

RF_: Request for comment: BLM oil and gas lease revenues 


Hi Aileen. I'll look into this for you - do you have a deadline? 
Mike L 


From: Aileen Yeung f mailto:aileen@westernwire.net ] 

Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 2:30 PM 

To: Governor Martinez Press Office, GOV 

Subject: Request for comment: BLM oil and gas lease revenues 


Hi Chris, 

I'm Aileen, and I'm a reporter for Western Wire , a news and commentary site and a Western Energy Alliance project 
I'm working on a story on the BLM oil and gas lease sale in Roswell, New Mexico, last September, which generated 
about $145 million. $70 million of that should have been paid to the state, but from what I've heard, the payment has 
been delayed Do you know if the payment has been made yet 7 

Thanks very much in advance, 

Aileen 

Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 

Western Wire (http//westernwire.n et/l 
aileen@westernwire. net 
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Lonergan, Michael, GOV 


From: Aileen Yeung <aileen@westernwire.net> 

Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 2:42 PM 

To: Lonergan, Michael, GOV 

Subject: Re: Request for comment: BLM oil and gas lease revenues 

Thanks, Mike! My deadline is 10am tomorrow. 

Thank you! 

Aileen 

Quoting "Lonergan, Michael, GOV" < Michael.Lonerqan@state.nm.us >: 

Hi Aiieen. I'll look into this for you - do you have a deadline? 


Mike L. 


From: Aileen Yeung f mailto:aileen(awesternwire.ne tt 

Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 2:30 PM 

To: Governor Martinez Press Office, GOV 

Subject: Request for comment: BLM oil and gas lease revenues 


Hi Chris, 

I'm Aileen, and I'm a reporter for Western Wire , a news and commentary site and a Western Energy Alliance 
project. I'm working on a story on the BLM oil and gas lease sale in Roswell, New Mexico, last September, 
which generated about S145 million $70 million of that should have been paid to the state, but from what 


l 



I've heard, the payment has been delayed Do you know if the payment has been made yet? 


Thanks very much in advance, 
Aileen 


Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 

Western Wire ( http://westernwire.neth 
aileen@westernwire.net 


Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 

Western Wire (http://westernwire.neth 
aileen@westernwire.net 
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Lonergan, Michael, GOV 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Aileen Yeung <aileen@westernwire.net> 

Friday, June 09, 2017 10:08 AM 
Lonergan, Michael, GOV 

Re: Request for comment: BLM oil and gas lease revenues 


Hi Mike, 

I just received word from the BLM that "payment was to be received on May 31," but I was advised to confirm that 
with the state. Would the governor's office be in a position to confirm that the payment has actually been made? 

Thanks again, 

Aileen 

Quoting Aileen Yeung < aileen@westernwire.net >: 

Thanks, Mike! My deadline is 10am tomorrow. 

Thank you 1 
Aileen 


Quoting "Lonergan, Michael, GOV" < Michael.Lonercian@state.nm.us >: 


Hi Aileen. I'll look into this for you - do you have a deadline? 


Mike L. 


From: Aileen Yeung l mailto:aileen(a)westernwire.net l 

Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 2:30 PM 

To: Governor Martinez Press Office, GOV 

Subject: Request for comment: BLM oil and gas lease revenues 


l 


Hi Chris, 


I m Aileen, and I'm a reporter for Western Wire , a news and commentary site and a Western Ener gy 
Alliance project. I'm working on a story on the BLM oil and gas lease sale in Roswell, New Mexico, 
last September, which generated about S145 million. $70 million of that should have been paid to 
the state, but from what I ve heard, the payment has been delayed. Do you know if the payment has 
been made yet? 

Thanks very much in advance, 

Aileen 


Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 

Western Wire ( http://westernwire.netA 
aileen@westernwire.nBt 


Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 

Western Wire (http://westernwire netA 
aileen@westernwire.net 


Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 

Western Wire ( http://we stern wire.netA 
aileen@westernwire net 
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Lonergan, Michael, GOV 


From: 

Lonergan, Michael, GOV 

Sent: 

Friday, June 09, 2017 10:49 AM 

To: 

Aileen Yeung 

Cc: 

Behrens, Larry, GOV 

Subject: 

RE: Request for comment: BLM oil and gas lease revenues 


Hi again Aileen. Please contact the State Land Office. Thanks. 


From: Aileen Yeung fmailto:aileen@westernwire.net l 
Sent: Friday, June 09, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Lonergan, Michael, GOV 

Subject: Re: Request for comment: BLM oil and gas lease revenues 


Hi Mike, 

I just received word from the BLM that "payment was to be received on May 31," but I was advised to confirm that 
with the state Would the governor's office be in a position to confirm that the payment has actually been made? 

Thanks again, 

Aileen 

Quoting Aileen Yeung < aileen@westernwire.net >. 

Thanks, Mike! My deadline is 10am tomorrow. 

Thank you! 

Aileen 

Quoting "Lonergan, Michael, GOV" < Michael.Lonerqan@state.nm.us >: 

Hi Aileen. I'll look into this for you - do you have a deadline? 


Mike L 


] 



From: Aileen Yeung r mailto:aileen(ci)westernwire.net | 

Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 2:30 PM 

To: Governor Martinez Press Office, GOV 

Subject: Request for comment: BLM oil and gas lease revenues 


Hi Chris, 

I'm Aileen, and I'm a reporter for Western Wire , a news and commentary site and a Western Energy 
Alliance project I m working on a story on the BLM oil and gas lease sale in Roswell, New Mexico, 
last September, which generated about S145 million. $70 million of that should have been paid to 
the state but from what I've heard, the payment has been delayed. Do you know if the payment has 
been made yet? 

Thanks very much in advance, 

Aileen 


Aileen Yeung 
Stall Writer 

Western Wire ( http.//weslernwire.netA 
aileen@westernwire.net 


Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 

Western Wire ( http://westernwire.netA 
aileen@westernwire.net 


Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 

Western Wire ( http;//westernwire netA 
aileen@westernwire.net 





Lonergan, Michael. GOV 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Aileen Yeung <aileen@westernwire.net> 

Friday, June 09, 2017 1:33 PM 
Lonergan, Michael, GOV 

Re: Request for comment: BLM oil and gas lease revenues 


Thanks, Mike! 

Quoting "Lonergan, Michael, GOV” < Michael Lonerqan@state.nm us >: 

Hi again Aileen. Please contact the Stale Land Office. Thanks. 


From: Aileen Yeung [mailto:aileen(5)westernwire.net 1 
Sent: Friday, June 09, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Lonergan, Michael, GOV 

Subject: Re: Request for comment: BLM oil and gas lease revenues 


Hi Mike, 

I just received word from the BLM that "payment was to be received on May 31," but I was advised to 
confirm that with the state. Would the governor's office be in a position to confirm that the payment has 
actually been made? 


Thanks again, 

Aileen 

Quoting Aileen Yeung < aileen@westernwire.net >: 


Thanks, Mike! My deadline is 10am tomorrow 


Thank you! 


t 


Aileen 


Quoting "Lonergan, Michael, GOV" < Michael.Loneraan@state.nm.us > 


Hi Aileen. I'll look into this for you - do you have a deadline? 


Mike L 


From: Aileen Yeung f mailto:aileen@westernwire.net1 

Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 2:30 PM 

To: Governor Martinez Press Office, GOV 

Subject: Request for comment: BLM oil and gas lease revenues 



Hi Chris, 

I m Aileen, and I'm a reporter for Western Wire , a news and commentary site and a Western 
Energy Alliance project. I'm working on a story on the BLM oil and gas lease sale in 
Roswell, New Mexico, last September, which generated about S145 million $70 million of 
that should have been paid to the state, but from what I've heard, the payment has been 
delayed Do you know if the payment has been made yet? 

Thanks very much in advance, 

Aileen 


Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 

Western Wire ( http://westernwire.neth 


aileen@westernwire.net 


Aileen Yeung 
Staff Writer 

Western Wire ( http://westernwire.neth 


aileen@westernwire net 








